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Asterdale Primary School
School Council





	 
What is a school council?
A school council provides a meaningful way in which pupils can voice their opinions and have their views considered in decisions that impact upon them. Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) - Respect for views of the child.





	
How does it work at Asterdale?
At Asterdale Primary School, our school council is a group of children that represents the views of all our pupils. It gives our children the opportunity to have their voices heard and be part of the whole school community. They help to make decisions about school life and organise projects that support learning and development, such as organising charity events, theme days or representing the school at outside events.
We value the opinions of our pupils, and our school council gives pupils a forum to share these opinions with our school council teacher representative, Headteacher and other members of staff.





	
What does it look like at Asterdale?
Each September we hold an election mirroring the British Values Democracy teaching delivered in the classroom. The process is to elect a school council president who will be the figure head of the council and spokesperson for our children to outside visitors and coordinate functions and meetings. Year 6 pupils are given the opportunity to prepare a short speech as to why they should be voted for, the qualities they have and their plans for the school year. The speech is delivered through the Hustings – a whole school assembly (all pupils and staff). This is followed by a week of campaigning ending with voting – each child in the school takes part. The most votes cast elect the president and runner up is elected vice president. 

Other roles are also awarded to pupils taking part such as secretary, treasurer, publicist etc. in addition a class representative is chosen to liaise between a given year group and the school council.




	
Karen Williams- School Council (Teacher representative)
I am very proud to lead our School Council. We have amazing children in our school who have lots of great ideas on how we can work together to make a better school.  They do lots of the hard work and like to get involved as much as possible…making my job a bit easier! Our vision at Asterdale is: Together We Can… and each member of our school council contributes to this within the School Council. We have children from Year 6 all the way down to Year 1. We want to make sure that all children’s voices are heard in our school.  We meet regularly to discuss ideas and events. I am very fortunate to work with a great group of children each year and I know we are going to achieve a lot for our school!
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School council aims:
· To meet regularly to discuss their views and be heard.
· To organise and assist whole school and class events.
· To organise set charity days.
· To make sure our school is a happy and safe place for all our children.
· To make sure children have a place to voice their concerns, opinions, and thoughts.
· To assist with recruitment of new staff.
· To contribute to improving our school.
· To act as role models for pupil behaviour and conduct.
· To encourage all children in school to suggest ideas and improvements.
· To ensure any suggestions or concerns are listened to and acted upon.
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