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ASTERDALE PRIMARY PROGRESSION OF SKILLS – Forest School





	Skills
	Nursery/Reception
	Y1
	Y2
	Y3
	Y4
	Y5
	Y6

	
Shelter Building
	Introduction of basic shelter building with support (some indoor and outdoor equipment)

Mini-den building for small animals
	Erect a lean to shelter, with support
	Independent use of tripod structures (animal den building)

Create a lean to shelter, independently or with limited support
	Create a tarpaulin shelter in a woodland.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each member’s contributions.

Compare and evaluate the shelters in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and whether it is fit for purpose
	Design and build varying sized shelters using tarpaulin and materials found in a woodland.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each member’s contributions.

Compare and evaluate the shelters in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and whether it is fit for purpose
	Create a tipi shelter with camouflage.

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each member’s contributions.

Compare and evaluate the shelters in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and whether it is fit for purpose
	Shelter building challenge – working in teams the children plan, build and review their shelters (recap the different ways to build shelters)

Work successfully as a group, having considered and evaluated each member’s contributions.

Compare and evaluate the shelters in relation to their sturdiness, durability, weatherproofing and whether it is fit for purpose.

Set up a tent in preparation for going on a residential visit

	Play / Exploring 

(Linked to 
My Activity Passport)
	Introduction to rules and boundaries

Promotion of free exploration

Promotion of independent learning opportunities/skills

Plant bulbs and watch them grow.

Seasonal walks

Observations

Search for butterflies
Bubbles
Bug Hunting
Magnifiers
Mud Kitchen
Water Play
	Re-enforce rules and boundaries.

Travel safely over the terrain in Forest School-woodland habitat.
Carry sticks safely.
Chalk and flour handprints

Work in a team to co-operate and communicate clearly.
Dough animals and faces
Water Play
Roll down a hill.
Build a den.

Leaf Art/Play
	Re-enforce rules and boundaries of forest schools.

Move logs safely with support first.

Build a bridge.
Become a nature detective.
Bird watching
Bird feeders
Potions
Wands
Willow Christmas decorations
Seed pictures
	Take part in outdoor challenges on own and in a team.

Make something out of wood. 
Eat outdoors.
Cook simple snacks (toast, smores)
under supervision
Dough Faces
Mini houses for small woodland animals.

	Play woodland versions of games.

I can work in a team during wide games and scavenger hunts.

Make a sculpture.

Make up your own game and teach it to someone.

Treasure hunt
Sparklers using seed heads.
Making own paintbrushes from herbs.

	Orienteering with an OS map
How far can we move water using pipes?
Skeletons out of sticks, owls and moles

Growing on plants/seeds for school environment and for fundraising
	Create a time capsule.
Den building
Gardening in various parts of school grounds.
School Maintenance
Support parent family days
Prep and cook food -soup.
Pizzas

	Using Tools
	Introduction to tools (peelers for whittling, hammers, mallets, trowels and forks)
(Just show& talk about these as opportunities arise).

Gardening forks for small tasks egg wildflower, seed setting.
	Continuation of the use of basic tools (cutting of string, peeler for whittling, bow saw to cut discs (1:1)

Leaf crowns (cutting willow with secateurs)
	Continuation of the use of basic tools, larger ropes and independent cutting of string

Use of bow saw 1-1 to cut discs and peelers for whittling.

Leaf crowns (cutting willow with secateurs)
	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools. Tools will only be used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so. Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages.

Charcoal paint(mallet)
Berry Ink (mallet)
Use of gardening tools developed through key stage 2
	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools. Tools will only be used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so. Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages.

Marshmallow Skewers (Peelers)
Loppers, secateurs
· Knives for Whittling
	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools. Tools will only be used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so. Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages.
Tree planting
Woodland Management
Loppers, small saws
Hedge laying
Prep some foods, Choc bananas/oranges.
Tree planting
	In Key Stage 2 children will develop their skills when using a range of tools. Tools will only be used when the children are physically, mentally and socially ready to do so. Children’s ability to use tools will develop at different ages.
Developing new fire pit area
Whittling characters
Sants, elves, mushrooms
Sawing up wood
Checking prep(Knives/peelers for full meals (pizzas, apple cakes)

	Knots
	Tying shoelaces
	1. Tie a piece of string/wool to a stick for leaf mobiles (with adult support)
	Leaf mobiles

	Weaving with willow/wool


	More sophisticated knots for attaching to structures and trees.

Independent use of lashing and frapping techniques, picture frames , dens
Dream catchers
	Shelter hitches and knots

Santa, Elf gnomes (wool for red, green jackets)
	More complex knots and selecting the correct knot for a job.
Rope swings
Tepees
Rafts
Mini tepee villages


	Using Fire for Cooking
	Observe and talk about fire lighting procedures, begin to contribute by selecting fuel.

Safety procedures – fire safety
Tidying away and dirty cups plates
Hygiene when outdoors eg hand washing Food prep.
Enjoy communal time around the fire.
	Be safe around a fire.

Contribute to fire lighting by gathering fuel.
Twig collecting &sorting.
Wipe own cups
	Experience using fire strikers to spark a flame.

Light a piece of cotton wool (fairy pillow)

Fire safety and the fire triangle
Wash and wipe own cups
	Light a fairy fire and keep it going.
Wash and wipe all crockery
	Roast food on a fire with support
Wash wipe and tidy up after snack time.
2. Help with handing out snacks and drinks
	Cooking on a campfire (roast food)
Toast/crumpet

Make and tend a fire safely.
Put out fire safely.
More involvement with snack time eg buttering own toast
	Prepare and light a campfire with supervision.
Prepers and cook simple meals ( pizzas, soup)
Dutch oven cooking
Help to prep hand out and take control of communal snack time.
With extreme caution introduce Kelly kettles for hot water use




	What we covered during our 2024/25 block of sessions

	Completed in Sept 2024
 Ongoing editing  and updates  
1 Health and safety briefing and rules, boundaries.
1 Health and safety briefing and rules, boundaries at appropriate nursery level. Walk around the forest and willow tunnel.
2   Stick hunt
     Stick hunt. Bubbles and fire lighting observation including more safety rules.
3 Sensory activities go and find.
Flower crowns on card with double sided tape

3 Dough Spiders (counting, sizing, spiders’ webs and flies)
Mini Beast Hunt with magnifying glasses

4 Flour handprints on chalk logs

5 Assault course
Blindfold ropes, tunnels,
Camouflage nets.
Water play and watering plants 
Snail observation after first rain for several weeks.


	Health and safety briefing and rules.
 Stick collecting
Autumn walk & discussion on signs of Autumn.
Scavenger Hunt
 Mini beast hunt
 Woodland games

2 Animal Games
 Dough hedgehogs
 Hibernation/nocturnal talk          
 Leaf kebabs

3 Leaf rubbings
  Bulb planting, weeding      of school planters.

4   Autumn pictures
 Leaf painting patterns       with cotton buds.
 Leaf mobiles

5   Dough spiders and  webs with twigs and leaves.

6 Shelter building and camouflage .
 
7 Snow play snowballs down shoots , melted water. Running games.

8 Willow wreaths weaving with wool.

9 Decorated cones as Christmas decorations.



 


	1 Health and safety briefing, boundaries, expectations.
Flints and cotton wool lighting, creating a spark and overcoming reservations and fear.
Mini beast exploring.
Sensory go and find using laminated cards.

2Flower crowns made with Willow. Flowers and spring blossom woven in.

3 Weeding of  raised beds and planting bedding plants.

4Planting of bedding plants to take home .

Tarps and tunnels play.

	1 Health and safety briefing and rules. Danger walk, identifying hazards with yellow cones following group discussion.

2 Shelters for forest animals and camouflage.
Animal features with tree game. Bird feeders using egg cartons, bird seed and threading cheerios.

3 Mini beast hunts using magnifying glasses. 
Spark ignition using steels.

4 Celebrated RSPB bird week , creating collage Robins.

5 Bark rubbings, identifying trees. Smores around fire. 

	1 Health and safety briefing and rules, boundaries.

 2Tree game ( animal qualities)

3 Shelter building

4 Big litter pick up around school grounds and forest area.

5 Animal ID game

6 Water play

7 leaf rubbing 

8 Rope shapes

Smores


	1 Health and safety recap.
Grounds maintenance, sorting wood types for various activities and sawing wood. Recognising properties of wood for burning or craft use. Autumn pictures 
2
Leaf piles, collecting Autumn leaves and leaf identification.

3
Discussions of bird habitats
Identification of bird species and observation of Robin.. Bulb plannting, weeding.

4 Planting in garden area, Herb identification and identified properties and  uses in medicine and cooking.

5Den building using tripod lashing and camouflage.

6 Created spiders webs in teams with rope highlighting collaboration and team building. Discussed life cycle of spiders.

7 Tree planting and weeding of raised beds.

8 worked in pairs to correctly set up fire areas, lay and light fire keeping them burning for 2 mins.

9 Christmas tree wrapping for whole school Santa gifts.
	1Health and safety recap and rules.

2 RSPB week
Bird feeders using egg cartons, bird seed and threading cheerios.
 
3Bird skeletons using twigs and charcoal pencils.

4Magnified art of forest area using window frames with willow, acrylics and fine twigs.
 
5 Animal features with tree game. Site maintenance, sawing wood and tidying. Planting daffodil bulbs around school site.
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