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Early Years
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At Asterdale our vision 
for Early Years is: 
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We translate this into 
practice by: 
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We know this works for 
our pupils through:


	· At Asterdale, we strive to provide a secure foundation for future learning and development in our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

· We aim to ensure that each child has a happy and positive start to their school life in which they can build a foundation for a lifelong love of learning.

· Communication and language are at the heart of the curriculum, where all pupils can build on new vocabulary learnt and embed this through carefully planned learning experiences (enhancements).

· We ensure that all children’s individual needs are met through careful planning and assessment, identifying and addressing any issues and implementing early intervention or additional support if required.

· In our Early Years at Asterdale, we recognise every child as a unique individual, and we acknowledge and promote children’s interests to provide them with the opportunities to follow their imagination and creativity. 



	· Planning an exciting curriculum which fulfils statutory requirements and is guided by the children’s prior learning, gaps in learning and is relevant to their interests.

· Continuous and enhanced provision with elements of free-flow learning that ensures that children are engaged, active learners and have opportunities to develop, learn, practice, consolidate, reflect, apply and extend their skills and knowledge.

· High quality learning opportunities for all children that are centred around the whole child and that offer a balance between adult-led and child-initiated activities.

· High quality interactions between children and adults. Talk, language and discussions between children and adults which is highly valued.

· Opportunities for Parents/Carers to contribute to their child’s learning and development.

· Regular review and dedicated staff CPD opportunities so that interactions and pedagogy remain up to date and of the highest quality by utilising expertise across the Trust and leading national best practice (Early Excellence)

	· Good progress is made by all children regardless of their starting point.  Children’s achievements in the EYFS at our school are consistently in line or better than national averages.      

· We consistently demonstrate that the curriculum that is planned supports the children’s learning so that they make good, very good or outstanding progress across the EYFS during Nursery and towards a Good Level of Development. 

· Assessments, monitoring, observations and how we know the children well is paramount in the process of moving children forward with their progress. 

· The children’s experiences in the early years have a major impact on future life chances and opportunities. Our holistic approach provides children with the knowledge, skills and abilities to make sense of their world. 

· Each child develops a love of learning which then enables them to reach their potential and become successful, confident lifelong learners. 

· We are confident that children attending our setting have the best possible start to their school life, teaching them skills which ensure their well-being now, and success in the future.



	
Characteristics of Effective Learning:  


· Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, use what they know in their play and are willing to try new things.

· Active learning – children concentrate, keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy their achievements.

· Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and use what they already know to learn new things, and develop strategies for doing things.
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